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"autarchy," neo-mercantilism. "Enlightened capitalism" on
one side, pre-capitalist patriarchalism or post-capitalist
economic planning on the other. But the great new forces of
Nationalism and Socialism remained unrepresented. The
danger of Papen's solution degenerating in spite of him into
black reaction seemed to threaten from one side, the danger of
a revolutionary solution from the other. The responsible
leaders of the Reichswehr, especially, felt unable to accept
a regime that rejected and eliminated strong national elements
instead of enlisting them.
The testing and searching for a practicable combination of
forces that was in progress betrayed anything but a definite
aim in view. In the midst of it all Papen's second idea, that of
an alliance with National Socialism, seemed the very thing that
was wanted. The new feature in Papen's plan, which remained
essentially monarchist, was the idea of securing the support of
the revolutionary mass movement of National Socialism, in the
assumption that it would submit to control. Did Papen really
see nothing in National Socialism but its nationalism, could
he have overlooked its revolutionary "dynamism," its restless
and boundless revolutionary energy? That is actually what
happened; sanguine in their superficial judgment, the monarchist
elements imagined that they would easily put those attractive
young men in their place. But there was another motive also,
the fear of the masses and of a revolution of the Left, the fear
that the National Socialist masses might go over to the extreme
Left. It was decided to avert this by recourse to the device
of a nationalist substitutes even at the risk of an unavoidable
interregnum of National Socialist disorder and experiment.
If ever there was an over-subtle, over-smart solution, it was
this second one of Papen's, the summons of National Socialism
to power at a time when it was at its last gasp; perhaps precisely
because it was. It betrays the utter superficiality of judgment
of the politicians of the last year before National Socialism came